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primitive stage of civilisation. But If the dismemberment -of
the Indo-Oceanic Continent was synchronous with the
disappearance of the Rajputana Sea, then the necessity that
the Paals felt for fou nding a colony on the new sea-coasts
would naturally bring them to the Malabar and the Cororoon-
dal coasts, and into contact with the original inhabitants
thereof. For these reasons, ray surmise is that the ChoUs
and the Pdadyas were uplifted and civilised by the Pants
first of all, and this surmise is strengthened by the subse-
quent history of these tribes, which will be related later on.
It is probable that the Panis afterwards emigrated from
the coasts of Gujarat, and the Malabar and the Coromondal
coasts to those of the Persian Gulf and established a colony
near the mouths of the Tigris and the Euphrates. Though
thus removed far away from their mother-land, they must have
kept up an intercourse with her coasts for a long time, mainly
In the interest of their trade. The immigrants to Mesopo-
tamia, however, appear to have left their new colony,
probably after a long sojourn, not only because it was very
poor in timber suitable for ship-building, but also because
they must have been ousted from occupation by the invasion
of the Semitic hordes.
Herodotus says that the Phoenicians Sl formerly dwelt, as
they themselves say, on the coasts of the Erythraean Sea,
From thence, they passed transversely across Syria, and
now dwell on the sea-shore " (of the Mediterranean). Now,
this Erythraean Sea was a common designation of the sea that
modern Geographers call by the name of the Arabian Sea
which, with all its gulfs, washes the shores of Arabia, Persia,
Baluchistan and Western India. If the Phoenicians asserted
that they had immigrated to Phoenicia from the shores of
the Erythraean Sea, there cotild be no doubt that they
believed that their ancestors had been immediate immigrants
from the shores of the Persian Gulf. But some modern
European scholars are loath to place any credence in this